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self to roam far in the fascinating fields of conjectural emendation, but 
holds himself closely to the testimony of the versions. If, at times, he may 
seem rather too ready to adopt a smooth reading from the Greek in pref- 
erence to a difficult one in the Hebrew, he stands, generally, an example 
of self-restraint and admirable poise among present-day critics of the 
Massoretic text. Indeed, it is probable that this revision offers the 
untechnical student the nearest approximation to the true force of the 
original documents available at the present time. 

In general plan and mechanical construction the volume leaves nothing 
to be desired. The complex arrangement of parallel accounts, headings, 
and notes has been so conceived and executed as to make the whole exceed- 
ingly clear and available. Numerous chronological charts and maps add 
greatly to the general usefulness of the work. 

The Introduction, concerning the literary history of the books included 
in this volume, maintains the high standard set in the corresponding part of 
the first volume. In these so-called introductions Kent is really produ- 
cing an excellent history of Old Testament literature. "The Students' 
Old Testament" is demonstrating to large numbers that the reasonable 
results of historical and literary analysis have now reached a point where 
they can be presented to the general reader in such a way that he can turn 
from the discussions about the Bible to the Bible itself, and can read it in 
far better historical perspective than ever before. The work is already 
meeting a large need in college and seminary classes, as well as among 
clergymen and those general readers who desire to view the Bible from the 
standpoint of modern scholarship. 

Henry T. Fowler. 

Brown University, 
Providence, R. I. 



The Christian Ministry. By Lyman Abbott. Boston and New 
York: Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 1905. Pp. xi+317. $1.50. 

The author of this book speaks like a scholar, sage, and prophet. He 
is a serious student of the Scriptures, and is thoroughly at home in the world 
of modern thought; he has dealt with the problems of the ministry for half 
a century, and speaks with the maturity accruing from long experience; 
and he is animated throughout by that inward fire which inspired prophets 
and apostles. 

The book is characterized by keen analysis, comprehensive thought, 
practical interest, and by vigorous and clean-cut expression. The lofty 
conception of the minister and his work, with the hopeful outlook for 
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Christianity, is truly inspiring. The work is constructive, and makes 
homiletics a subject of flesh and blood. It fills a great need, and grati- 
tude is due the honored author. Critical questions are not in evidence, 
though the author freely avails himself of the results of criticism and openly 
avows the new theology. A special feature is the valuable quotations 
taken from many sources. Any minister who reads this book will be 
inspired with a new appreciation of his mission, and will find illuminating 
suggestions in regard to his message. 

The treatment is well suggested by the subjects of the chapters: the 
minister — his fundamental faith; his function; his authority; his message, 
individual and social; the minister as a priest; his qualifications; the 
ministry of Jesus. A comprehensive summary is set forth in the last 
sentence: "Christianity is such a perception of the Infinite as manifested 
in Jesus Christ as tends to produce Christlikeness of character, and a 
Christian minister is one who, inspired by that perception, imparts that 
Christlikeness of life to those to whom he ministers." 

There is need of a further consideration of organized Christianity. 
The point of view is that church and minister should consciously serve the 
kingdom of God, and this is well taken. But the church and minister 
must work through denominational organization; and, in view of the wide 
duplication of religious forces and missionary organizations, and also in 
view of the many Christian people who today stand aloof from all organized 
Christianity, one wishes that Dr. Abbott might have considered also the 
large organized interests of Christianity in the same comprehensive and 
fundamental way in which he has dealt with other important problems. 

E. A. Hanley. 
Cleveland, Ohio. 



The Messages of the Psalmists: The Psalms of the Old Testament 
Arranged in Their Natural Grouping and Freely Rendered in 
Paraphrase. By John Edgak McFadyen. New York : Charles 
Scribner's Sons, 1904. Pp. 329. $1.25. 

It is not given to many to write a commentary and introduction in a 
style which fascinates. Professor McFadyen has succeeded in a manner 
that is unusual. The Psalms have come to him with a freshness and power 
which argue strongly for the value of high and accurate scholarship. The 
literary beauty of the Psalter appeals to him; yet this is but a vehicle 
by which higher values are conveyed to the soul. The first section of the 
introduction is entitied "The Unique Religious Value of the Psalter." 
"The Psalms," he says, "are great because they have seized the 



